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he bright lights, music and crowds at an annual over-the-top Christmas display are at the center of

this year's City Council races.

In Group 4, Mark Hyatt, well-known in the city for "extreme" Christmas display that appeared on a reality

television show, is taking on incumbent Chris Zimmerman, an architect.

Incumbent Ron Jacobs, an investor, is being challenged in Group 3 by Michael Taussig, a lieutenant with

Lauderhill Fire-Rescue and a volunteer firefighter in Plantation.

In Group 5, Jerry Fadgen, who gave up his seat on the council twice to run for mayor and lost, wants back on

the council. He faces Robert Levy, a medical doctor and town manager for Pembroke Park.
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The nonpartisan group elections are citywide.

Group 3

Taussig, who is making his second bid for the council, said he wants to end the city's squabble with Hyatt

and his wife over their display and "find a happy medium instead of wasting taxpayer money," he said. "I

believe that all of the issues could have handled with the mayor and the Hyatts with a sit-down and a

handshake to come up with a compromise."

He said he also wants service clubs get more support and acknowledgment "so people in the city see what

they're doing. If you drive through several other cities, you'll see they celebrate their clubs."

Jacobs said he's proud that during his tenure on the council, the city went from being worried about a

possible shortfall to a cushion of reserve cash. Future issues that need to be addressed include how to control

traffic, he said.

"For example, the intersection of Interstate 595 and University Drive has an unacceptable level of service,"

he said. "Unfortunately transportation solutions are often very expensive and slow. But I pledge to continue

my efforts to improve traffic flow in the worst areas of the city."

How? By lobbying a county planning agency, such as the Metropolitan Planning Organization, that

"something needs to be done at those intersections to reduce the traffic." He said he hasn't decided whether

to support the county's penny sales tax but supports letting people decide on the ballot measure.

Group 4

Zimmerman said his architectural experience has helped him educate the council about development and

zoning issues.

He supported the budget which includes the hiring of two new police officers and two new code enforcement

officers.

Hyatt, new to politics, has a name recognized all over the city. Hyatt is still in an ongoing legal battle with

City Hall over his "Hyatt Extreme Christmas." The city took up the cause against Hyatt after his neighbors

complained he turned their cul-de-sac into a tourist attraction. The city's efforts thrust Mayor Diane Veltri

Bendekovic into the national spotlight with a segment on Fox News' "The O'Reilly Factor." Hyatt owes the

city $7,443.36 in code enforcement fines, according to records.　

"I believe that the culture of intimidation by public officials in Plantation must change," Hyatt said. "Our city

can be as great as we want it it to be. The secret does not lie in the hands of entitled dynastic politicians and

her followers. It lies in the residents of this city. ... I believe that public officials should recognize who the

boss is. Our residents should not be mocked, intimidated or lied to by our local public officials and city
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employees any longer. I intend to lead that effort as a sitting councilman."

He said his debacle wasn't the impetus to run for office. Rather, he said it was feedback from residents who

felt the city "does not have their best interest at heart," and the city has spent thousands of dollars in legal

bills fighting his display which shows "fiscal irresponsibility."

But Zimmerman said Hyatt is too "extreme" for the city and the entire issue "shows that my opponent puts

himself above the rules and residents when it comes to being a good neighbor," he said. "Our residents

should look for a candidate that has the city's best interest at heart with no hidden or self-fulfilling agenda. A

person that is in litigation with the city and has decided to run for election does not seem to have the cities

best interest at heart, only their personal agenda."

Group 5

Levy said development is a key issue for the council. He said he has met with Sunrise officials who promised

to build smaller projects near its borders and keep the towers further away so it won't "create shadows all

over Plantation."

He said the council must also figure out how to spur development of its own — especially on the land now

occupied by Plantation General Hospital, which is moving to Davie.

Levy said he wants to see the doctors who have nearby office buildings stay and to keep the taxes coming in

to keep the city running. County public records show the hospital is expected to pay $62,000 in property

taxes to Plantation in 2016, and another $21,000 to Plantation Gateway 7, a special city taxing agency along

State Road 7.

"My plan is to look for an assisted living facility; it's easy to convert," he said.

Fadgen is a fiscal conservative who has often butted heads with the sitting mayor. He faults Levy for

supporting a ban on puppy mills, saying there was no evidence a local businessman had done anything

wrong.

"You've got to be a judge up there and use good judgment," Fadgen said.

He said he wants to "stop annual tax increases and stop the rubber stamp mentality on city council."

He said the city's fight over the Hyatts' Christmas display is "an abuse of power. The city didn't handle this

[well] from the beginning. It's a personal vendetta from the mayor. And the council could have shut it down."
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